
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

National Cannabis Leaders Unite for Groundbreaking Conference in 2026 

PUEBLO, CO —September 8, 2025   

Three leading cannabis organizations — the Institute for Cannabis Research (ICR), the Global Hemp 

Innovation Center (GHIC), and the National Interdisciplinary Cannabis Symposium (NICS) — are 

joining forces to launch what will be the most comprehensive interdisciplinary cannabis research 

conference in the United States, set for October 19-21, 2026, at the Double Tree by Hilton - Mission 

Valley in San Diego, California. 

With the NICS signing on as co-organizer, this collaboration will bring together researchers, healthcare 

providers, policymakers, legal experts and judges, industry leaders, educators, and social scientists for 

a deep dive into cannabis science, policy, and innovation. 

“This isn’t just another conference. It’s a convergence of cannabis science and dialogue,” said Dr. Chad 

Kinney, Director of ICR at Colorado State University Pueblo. “We’re gathering every corner of the 

cannabis research ecosystem to spark breakthroughs and shape the future.” 

“We see this as a great moment,” said Jeffrey Steiner, Director of Oregon State University’s Global 

Hemp Innovation Center. “The partnership reflects a growing recognition of the need to have the latest 

findings in agriculture, medicine, law, economics, culture, and beyond be presented for use in fact-

based decision-making.” 

What to Expect: 

- Dozens of sessions across 12+ disciplines 

- Keynotes from global leaders in cannabis science and policy 

- Industry exhibits on emerging industrial hemp and cannabis innovations 

- Legal roundtables, indigenous voices panels, social equity summits 

- The latest outcomes from cutting edge scientific research 

- Clinical training, interactive workshops, and more 

https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/sdgo-dt-doubletree-san-diego-mission-valley/?SEO_id=GMB-AMER-DT-SDGODT&y_source=1_MTM3Mjc3Ny03MTUtbG9jYXRpb24ud2Vic2l0ZQ%3D%3D
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/sdgo-dt-doubletree-san-diego-mission-valley/?SEO_id=GMB-AMER-DT-SDGODT&y_source=1_MTM3Mjc3Ny03MTUtbG9jYXRpb24ud2Vic2l0ZQ%3D%3D


 “Together, we will build on years of pioneering work in curating inclusive, evidence-based cannabis 

discourse,” said Judge May Celeste (ret.), Director of NICS. “We are creating a powerful engine for 

knowledge exchange, equity, and innovation that will shape cannabis scholarship and practice for 

decades.” 

“As Chair of the 2026 conference, I’m thrilled to help lead this unprecedented collaboration,” said 

Joanna Zeiger, MS, PhD. “By bringing science, policy, business, and equity together in one space, this 

conference will be a thought-leader in the field of cannabis.” 

The call for session proposals will be announced in Fall 2025. 

Stay Connected: 
Websites: http://www.nationalinterdisciplinarycannabissymposium.com| 

https://www.cannabisresearchconference.net/ 

Join the email list: www.instituteofcannabisresearchcolorado.org/contact-us 

Follow us on social media: [Add handles] 

Media, Sponsorship Opportunities, & Partnership Inquiries: [conferences@dplump.com] 

About the Organizers 
Institute for Cannabis Research at Colorado State University Pueblo was established in 2019 by 

Colorado statute and is funded by the state’s Marijuana Cash Tax Fund. It supports unbiased cannabis 

research to benefit Colorado residents. Learn more: 

https://www.instituteofcannabisresearchcolorado.org 

Global Hemp Innovation Center at Oregon State University is the most comprehensive hemp research 

center in the U.S., leading advances in food, fiber, and industrial materials applications. 

National Interdisciplinary Cannabis Symposium (NICS) is a cross-disciplinary forum bridging cannabis 

science, law, ethics, education, and public policy. 

ICR, GHIC, and NICS are co-hosting the most interdisciplinary cannabis research conference in U.S. 

history 

  

http://www.nationalinterdisciplinarycannabissymposium.com/
https://www.cannabisresearchconference.net/
file:///C:/Users/C833231407/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/9T1EPDE6/www.instituteofcannabisresearchcolorado.org/contact-us
https://www.instituteofcannabisresearchcolorado.org/


            

 

Contact: 

Institute for Cannabis Research – csup_icr@csupueblo.edu 

Global Hemp Innovation Center – hemp@oregonstate.edu  

National Interdisciplinary Cannabis Symposium – Director@nationalcannabissymposium.org 

Conference Producer – conferences@dplump.com 
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